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Students, 

Welcome to the 2015-2016 academic year. This is your World history Syllabus. It shall serve as 

your guide through the year. Please reference and refer to it throughout.  

 

World History: A Study in Humanity  

 

The 2015-2016 school year will be one of significant personal and academic growth for you. As a 

student in this World History class it is important that you understand our mission is to gain 

knowledge and understanding of human events beyond mere facts, definitions and dates. History 

is about human beings. It is a study of why and how individuals and groups concluded to make 

decisions that was either a benefit or detriment to humanity. Our objective is to explore those 

decisions, the events they led to and the impact, whether positive or negative, it has had on 

society both in the past and the present. Ultimately your education in history should serve as the 

baseline in which you determine your own personal perspective and outlook about the world. 

Critical themes covered: power, economics, war, culture and education. 

 

Rules for Success  
(refer to these often)   

 

The follow rules, more like guides, are listed to help you succeed academically and personally 

please refer back to them as often as needed. 

 

I. How you value yourself as a person will determine how you value your education 

 

II. What you do today determines your future 

 

III. If you fall or fail…get up because that’s the only way you will succeed. 

 

IV. Every day is an opportunity to succeed. 

 

V. Set a goal…then pursue it with everything you got 

 

Oh yes and Speak Loud to the World, because your voice is important.  
(Just remember to be respectful) 
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Course 

Description: 

World Cultures is a required 5-credit, full year course.  Over the course of the 

year students will explore political, cultural, social, and economic effects on 

peoples around the world while developing important educational skills such as 

writing and research. 

 

Class Mission: To utilize our understanding of history and current events to 

improve society at its citizens. 

 

Class Goal: Class cumulative average of 80 or better by June 2016 

 

Textbook: World History: The Human Journey.  Textbook can be left at home – a copy of 

the text will be provided for classroom use.  

Materials 

Needed: 
 Three-ring binder with dividers to be kept in the classroom 

 Pen (blue or black) and pencils at all times 

 Highlighters 

 

Classroom 

Expectations: 
 BE ON TIME to class with all class materials 

 Be respectful in class 

 Complete all assigned work ON TIME.  No late work will be accepted.  

Extenuating circumstances will be dealt with individually.   

Assessments: 

 

 Daily Homework and Preparation -10% 

 Class Participation 5% 

 Quizzes (up to 10 per MP) 35% 

 Tests (2 per MP) 15% 

 World Café Projects (2 per MP) 40% 

*World Café projects consists of  Essays, Oral presentations and a mixture 

of historical and current information 

 

Grading Policy: In accordance with school policy, the following grade distribution will be used to 

calculate the final grade for this course: 
 

20% - First Marking Period  

20% - Second Marking Period  

10% - Mid-term Examination 

20% - Third Marking Period 

20% - Fourth Marking Period 

10% - Final Examination 
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Course Schedule: Scope and Sequence  

Approximate Time Frame Topics/Skills/Areas of Study 

September/October – 

Marking Period 1 

Topics: Age of Exploration and Expansion, Absolutism, Revolution 

 

Specific Content:  

 Exploration and Expansion 

 Asian Empires 

 Islamic Empires 

 European Monarchs 

 The Enlightenment 

 The French Revolution/Napoleon 

 

During the course of study, students will develop the following skills: 

 Organization 

 Cornell Notes 

 Content specific vocabulary 

 Geography and map skills 

 Understanding a question 

 Properly answering a question 

 Department benchmark writing assessment 

 

November/December/January 

–  

Marking Period 2 

Topics: Industrialization, Nationalism, and War 

 

Specific Content: 

 The Industrial Revolution 

 The Age of Reform 

 European Nationalism 

 Age of Imperialism 

 World War I 

 The Russian Revolution 

 

During the course of study, students will perfect the above skills while 

developing the following skills: 

 Understand what a thesis is 

 Write a thesis statement 

 Use a thesis statement to answer a question 

 Department benchmark writing assessment 
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End of January –  

Mid-term Examination 

 

The Mid-term exam will cover 

 Units: 2,3,4  

 Chapters: 7-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February/March/April  

Marking Period 3 

 

 

Topics: Depression, World War II, Cold War 

 

Specific Content: 

 World War II 

 The Holocaust 

 Europe After the War 

 Asia since 1945 

 The Cold War 

 

During the course of study, students will perfect the above skills while 

developing the following skills: 

 Develop topic sentences based on a thesis statement 

 Department benchmark writing assessment 

 

April/May/June –  

Marking Period 4 

Topics: The Middle East & Latin America Since 1945, End of the Cold War, 

The Modern World 

 

Specific Content: 

 Independence movements in Africa, Middle East & Latin America 

 Struggles for democracy 

 Fall of Communism 

 Modern issues 

 

During the course of study, students will perfect the above skills while 

developing the following skills: 

 Write a formal essay 

 Department benchmark writing assessment 

 

End of June –  

Final Examination  

The Final exam will cover 

 Units: 5,6 

 Chapters: 19-27 
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Accessing the Online Book 

 
ISBN Product Name Activation Code Quantity 

9780547064499 World History: Patterns of Interaction - eEdition 8770632-10 
 

 

 

 
If a Student currently has a Classzone user account, please activate the above products by following these 
steps: 

1. Click My Account located on the top, right of the Classzone Homepage 
2. Sign in using your existing username & password information 
3. You will be brought to your user account information that will show all activation codes you have access 

to. Click on Activate more products located by the summary of existing activation codes. 
4. Enter the activation code(s) located in the table above when prompted. 

If a Student is new to Classzone and doesn't have a user account, please follow these steps: 

1. Click My Account located on the top, right of the Classzone Homepage 
2. Click Create a Student Account 
3. Enter your birthday and press Continue. 
4. Fill out all required information to create user account. Click to create account. 
5. A page will appear indicating Registration is complete. Verification of your username and password will 

show. Click to continue. 
6. On the user account summary page, click Activate more products and enter provided activation code. 

Click to continue. 

 


